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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Built Upon The Rock. 
In one of the December numbers of the Evan- 
gel i st the Garber answers to the McFaden ques- 
tions have rccuBsitated in my mind a long mooted 
question 

Was the Kingdom of God, or the Church of 
Christ set u|» before, or on the day of the effusion 
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost ? 

Bro. Garber avers that "the IweWe apostles 
were the first or orignal church." How can that 
be the case when at the sun- setting of Christ's 
personal ministry, when, in reply to the apostle 
Peter's public confession of Him we hear the di- 
vine Master Builder nay, "Upon this Rock." 
Mark 16: 16" Sucb public confessions of faith in me 
by all believers, — "will I build my Church" — not 
have built but will build ? A purpose of the Divine 
Mind not yet consumated, but a promise given to 
his diciples — learners — who afterwards witnessed 
the fulfillment of the prediction. 

This building the church must have been, accord- 
ing to the laws of language, in the minds of the 
apostles, a work to be performed at some future 
time. 

No, no, bro. G, ; where the words of Jesus 
rang in the ears of the apostles, "Upon this Rock" 
— the grand, noble confessions of laith in Christ of 
all honest concientious believers — I will build my 
church implies no church yet, but one prospectively. 
At this juncture of Christ's personal ministry, he 
was gathering material for the building, and in 
the words that fell from Simon's lips — "Thou art 
the Christ the Son of the living God," lay the fu- 
ture hope of the grand structure; the Projector 
and Originator of the Christian System given to 
his immediate followers. 

From the time this promise was made by our 
Savior until his atonement on the cross, it was 
teaching and prayer for Christian Union, the 
promise of the Comforter in lieu of Himself, giving 
of the ordinances, his betrayal, mock trial, suffering 
talk with disciples, and ascension to Heaven — a 
and death, burial, resurrection, personal walk and 
crowding ol momentous events — and then came 
the iultilltnent on Pentecost, o( bttiUlintf the church 
upon the confessions of faith by the three thousand 
who believed, repented, were baptized, pardoned, 
comforted, made happy in prayer and breaking of 
the loaf — added unto them — the one hundred and 
twenty were never before called anything but dis- 
ciples — the grand fulfillment of the greatest prom- 
ise ever made to the world — the church built, 
against which the gates of hades shall not prevail. 
Before this pentccosUl effusion of the Holy Spirit 
and that grand gathering of believers in the Lord 
Jesu*, there was no organized officered, efficient sys 
tern of ministerial or evangelist work for the ame- 
lioration of the race and conversion of the world. 

I admit a preparatory work was done, material 
was gathered and held in readiness — the announce- 
ment made that "Thus it behooved Christ to suf- 
fer and rise from the dead the thira day, that re- 
pentance and remission of sins should be preached 
in His nan.e among all nations begining at Jerusa- 
lent." Luke 24 ; 46, 47. At Jerusalem on the day 
of Pentecost when the Comforter had come and 
began to "reprove the world of win, of righteousness 
and of judgment to come," men were pricked to the 
heart, believed, repented, confessed and were baptiz- 
ed. The Church of Jesus the Christ, was organ- 
ized, set up for effective work. 

Your assertion that Judas was a "bad stone in 
the building and tumbled off" and that the eleven 
apostles had to put another in his place,'' only 
proves that they were premature, not being au- 
thorized. The choice of Mathias was not by di- 
vine appointment. It was a humanism and there- 
fore futile for we never hear of their man after 
that, but Jesus the Christ, the builder supplies the 
number in the conversion and appointment of 
Saul of Tarsus, and who now figures as Paul the 

chief of apostles. 

You speak of some being added by letter on the 
day of Pentecost. Did any come by letter? 
Were they added that way ? They did not come 
from John's baptism; for it was they that "gladly 
received the word" — the word preached by the 
apostle Peter, who had been pricked to the heart 
and were forced to cry out, "men and brethren what 
what shall we do," who received in reply the mes- 


sage by faith repented|and were baptized that were 
added together with the disciples as the cburcb 
that Christ there set up. 

Bro. G. don't himself see any thing iinpratica) in 
the baptism of three thousand persons in one day. 
He and biu McFaden should work that problem 
by the same rule. 

All additions to the church from that day down 
through the centuries were by baptism and not by 
letter. 

I just now call to mind hearing one of our min- 
isters gay from the pulpit when laboring hard to 
show a New Light congregation the indespensable 
necessity of obedience to all of the commands of 
Jf sus, that "he believed there were many in the 
Kingdom of God that were never baptized. II 
failed to tell whether he meant unaccountable chil- 
dren or unbaptized believers. If the former all 
right ; if the latter were in his mind, he was all 
wrong in his teaching. Jesus added the former, 
but the latter never as we know. 

What of the thief on the cross, you say. Who 
knows but what he, too had been baptized but had 
fallen and was only reclaimed while on the cross. 

You say "if the church of Jesus Christ was set 
up at Pentecost, foot- washing and the Lord's Sup- 
per belong to the Law and not to the works of 


must b? like jealous, to be keif* r> of the same. 
Bro. Me Fad to prx-achi-d a t iptwmnl •urmom 
during our meeting lu-ld in October, and it is do- 
ing more good than all his other aermons put 
together, though they were all good, the baptismal 
sermon U still burning upon the altar ot Many 
heart*. Some are sending forth the smoke of bit- 
terness becautethey were badly wnuiid--d with (be 
sword of the Spirit, and of course they turn and 
rend us. While others have that «ermon burning 
upon the altar of their hearts as the I ruth and their 
bitterness is turning into sweetness toward n us. 
Thank God that there are still tho*>eth*»t will hew 
to the line, and leave the chips fly whert they may. 
Those that will only befriend us rtecause we leave 
doctrine out of the sermon, arenotvoiy nrarthe 
church, but those who will befriend us because we 
declare the whole gospel, those are the ones uear 
us, and if we shun the doctrine we lose them, for 
they seek the truth. 

Lew 18 Ha no. 
Louisville. Ohio, 


grace. 

The Law and the Prophets were until John but 
"grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." If there 
is therefore grace and truth in the ordinance*, 
baptism, feet- washing and the Lord's Supper as 
taught and exceuiplified in the life and mission of 
Jesus, handed down to the church for her union 
and strength, we regard them as spiritual materi- 
al that enter inlo the structure that took its form 
in Jerusalem on Pentecost. Nothing so "Strange" 
about this that "there were only twelve at the 
Lust Supper in the upper room," when there was 
so much rivalry among thein as to who should be 
the greatest in his Kingdom. 

The Holy Spirit brought all the essentials of the 
goupel fresh to the minds of the apostles, on Pente- 
cost, and tney faiUI not to teach all things that 
Jesus commanded them to do and teach. 

E. S. Miller. 

Dayton, O. 


Let Your Light Shins. 
As I have seen the glow-worm at late evening, 
by the silent side of an empty English lane, mount 
*ome tall spike of grans and turn up its tiny lamp, 
content to hang, head downwards, itself uusueu, 
so that the exquisite soft green light which God 
had given it might be visible in it* bvlinewj so 
may one Bud in this world's lowly ami inilVequt'iit- 
ed oaths Christ's light- Iwarers, who shed each his 
own sweet love-lighl round a narrow circle of the 
dark, that the wayfarer who seen may praise, iiot 
his unsightly and, sooth to say, concealed self, but 
that great Father in heaven who lit this taint taper 
noon earth, even as he lit the nobler fires which 
hum far up in heaven. But just as 1 have shut 
the poor glow-worm in a dark hox or under an 
inverted dish, yet found that it spent all Usradience 
these unseen, only tor sake of love, and because 
•shine it mus! ; so will thu true soul, whom his Lord 
shall chance to imprison from shedding light on 
any human eye, rejoice no W&i to let his devout 
affections and gracious duett* be seen oi him who 
looks through tile densest cover, and knows how to 
beotow Jin open us ward. — Dit. Oswald Dykes. 
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Boldness for Christ Sake. 
Deah Evangelist: I mustsay Amen! Amen! 
to Brother McFaden's, article in No. 52. By ob- 
servation and through the columns of the Evan- 
gelist, sometimes I have noticed that some would 
rather avoid preaching the doctrinal part of the 
Brethren Church, for fear they may hurt the feel- 
ing* of some other church, let me tell you that a 
coward never accomplished much on the field of bat 
tie. Apostle Paul Prayed Cod for utterance, that 
he might open his mouth boldly, to make known the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, for which he was an embas 
sador,to speak boldly as he ought to speak. If I 
mistake not Christ said "think not that I have 
come to bring peace, but a sword," signified his 
gospel. If we seek to be on good terms with other 
churches by slighting the use of the sw.ord that 
Jesus brought us, you only weaken your own faith 
in the sword your "battling with, by admiring in a 
halfway manner t.iat otherB are all right, you 
strengthen their faith and weaken your own, and 
you are the loser in the end. We were bold 
enough to tell our German Baptist brethren that 
they were wrong, in adding to the gospel why 
should we fear to tell others that they are wrong 
in taking from the gospel and even misconstruing 
it, tell them they are wrong, give no uncertain 
sound let it be Methodist or any other Beet. You 
may tell me that we should be as wise as the ser- 
pent and harmless as the dove. To shun to declare 
the whole truth, in order to keep peace with other 
churches, is not wisdom neither is the whole doc- 
trine of Jesus Christ harmful. Let us not try to 
circulate our doctrine in some secret way, by tract 
or otherwise, in order to shun it from the pulpit, 
circulate it freely by tract, but also expound it op 
enly from the pulpit, and if the gospel oil, that 
you send forth finds a leakage in some professor's 
faith, he will be more likely to seek for proper re- 
pairs, to mend it with, and you shall be called a 
faithful servant. God is jealous of hie word, and 
his servants are entrusted with his word and they 


Pkahbon— Oh Sunday December the Ifilli, 1SSS, Sister Eliwi 
Pe.n son, wife of Abraham Pearson, died; aged forty live yrs, .-Jis- 
ler Pearson was u devoted Christian. She ■•■ive her lie.-iri loOod 
in her youth anil lived un ei»rneat Christian life until the last, at- 
though she fell u victim tn a terrible disease. *lie bote her pain 
cheerfully feeling that although (nut could ftflliet with one hand 
he could comfort with the other. She wu* one of those persons 
that fell it victim to the cansure of the elder rule for being friendly 
toCndwalnder. when the division commenced in the Miama Valley 
and along with her husband was expelled, and yet by tneir Chris- 
tian lives they became the nucleus of the Brethren Church al North 
Star, Ohio, where they lived. 

When she found that all earthly hoi* of her recovery was iu 
vain, she was mindful of the instruction given in the fifth chapter 
of James, to ask Lo be arinoinled with oil in the name of tin.* Lord. 
So Brother "Jllerv, of Covington, Ohio, was sent for and in com. 
pany with the writer performed this rite, wlien she said she n.<" 
done all that was asked of her and only waited for her change to 
come. She ex pressed a desire to live till her father and mother 
should be laid away as they are very old and inllrm and she had 
been taking care of them for several years ; but she said not my 
will but Thine be done, Oh Lord. When she found that she must 
go she called her family and friends to her bedside and bid llietn 
farewell, and asked them to meet her in heaven and died in th* 
full triumph of a Christian faith. She leaves a husband and four 
children to mourn her loss; one son and three daughters. But 
while they mourn her loss they need not linurn as those that have 
no hope as their lo*s is her eternal gain. Her funeral was preached 
on Tuesday, Uec. the 20th, in the church uear her hgme to a largw 
congregation, from Matthew seventh chapter and 13th and Hth 
verses. The services were opened by Brother Supiuger, of the 
Methodist Church, followed by Brother Cilery or the Brethren 
Church; then by Brother Butt of the Christian Clmrcb and bv 
Brother "ron" of the (ierman Baptist Church. All made a aliort 
but touching address and asking the people to follow our sister** 
example ; and I have no doubt many were made U say in their 
heart, Ob let me live the life of the rights-ill* and let my last end 
be like hers. 

Sister Pearson leaves a large circle of friends to mourn her loss 
as she bad lived thereabout fourteen years, and had gained the 
respect of all who knew her; but there is none who feel her loss 
more than we do who compose the Brethren's church l.er*, as we 
are few in number and she was such a good Christian worker, 
Bui we will bow to the will of;Hirn that doeth all thiags well, hop- 
ing that the example she set In liTe and in the hour of death may 
be followed by many of her friends and the cause of Christ still go 
on. 

Sistsr Peason was a kind wire and mother a* well as a noble 
hearted daughter who took care of her aged parents and thought 
of them to tbu last, ami we hope that Brother Tear-son will be able 
to bear his loss with Christian fortitude, looking forward to that 
happy reunion where parting will be no more; and that her chll. 
dreu will follow her advise, that thsy may prepare for death; 
and that her aged parents may teal that they are not forsaken, 
but may cast all their cars on llim who caretb for them. 

NATUAN It. GlLMtBT. 

Burkettaville, O, 


